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balance of power, had hindered the fighting
out of the religious issue, and had given time
for those who had accepted Henry's system
to reconcile themselves to it once more after
their brief trial of Rome under Mary.

It was, then, under the shelter of Spain
that the English Church was settled on per-
manent lines. But the settlement was not
easy. Convocation was opposed to change ;
most of the dignified clergy had been ap-
pointed under Mary, the proctors, elected
under the eye of her bishops, were men of
her school, and the episcopate as a body
was hostile to change. Elizabeth, however,
had her way, and restored the system which
her sister had abolished. No place could be
found in it for the persecutors ; they had to
suffer ejection, but there was no such retalia-
tion as had disgraced Mary's reign. This mercy
was, indeed, a necessary result of the theory
on which Elizabeth's advisers acted. It was
taken for granted that the evicted had been
lawfelh occupants of their posts till they
vacated them by non-compliance with the
law. There was no charge of heresy against
them, and their treatment was, considering
the spirit of the age, very gentle. But though
the higher clergy were removed, those in
the parishes were hardly affected. Only